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mer and lasted the whole month of June. It is one
of the most fitting times for such fear, inasmuch as
then the Country is stripped of the men, who have
gone trading, some one way, some another. The
other was this Winter, and turned out to be false; in
both cases the alarm was quite often given very un-
expectedly, sometimes by day, sometimes by night;
the women and children began packing up their bag-
gage on the report of the criers, who are our spies
here. Flightisto some extent tolerable in Summer,
for one can escape to an Island or hide in the obscu-
rity of some dense forest; but in Winter, when ice
serves as a bridge to enable the enemy to search the
Islands, and when the fall of the leaves has laid bare
the forest recesses, you do not know [34] where to
hide; besides, the tracks on the snow are immedi-
ately discovered; and it is, moreover, extremely cold
in Winter to sleep long at the sign of the Moon.
There are some villages tolerably well fortified,
where one might remain and await siege and assault;
those who can, withdraw there; the others take to
flight, which is most commonly done; for the small
number of men, the lack of arms, the multitude of
enemies, cause them to dread the weakness of their
forts. Only a few old people, who are not able to go
away, quietly await death in their Cabins. That is
our usual condition. This Winter, we were on the
point of fleeing; but where could we conceal our few
belongings? for the Hurons are as fond of them as
are the Iroquois. In other ways, however, these fears
have not been useless, for besides the prayers and
vows we made to turn aside the scourge, the pains
each one took to prepare himself for death or slav-
ery, and the opportunity we had to impress upon the



